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Visual Rhetoric Behavior from Symbolic Communication Perspective

GAN Li-hao

(School of Journalism and Communication, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200241, PRC)

[ Abstract ] Visual rhetoric originated from three different academic perspectives: symbolic system,

posterior composition and recipient viewing. All three perspectives are limited to one-way centralism,

while ignores the social,

communication and dialogue dimensions. From the perspective of inter-

subjectivity, image communication has two rhetorical views: One thinks that images help the subjects to

identify with each other, and the other thinks that the image is only a rhetorical tool for the coder to

persuade the decoder. As a means of persuasion, image lie uses a large number of spatial cognition factors

such as frame, perspective and representation, and the psychological presupposition that “the picture

tells the truth” to induce countless decoders’ clicks, forward and comments. As a result, various picture

rumors, lies and extreme emotions eventually form the post-truth era.

[Key words] visual rhetoric; image lies; spatial cognition; symbolic communication; post-truth
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