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China and the Rule of Law —Eric X. Li

Abstract: The West regards liberal representative democracy as a precondition
for rule of law. It has run into great controversies in its legal practice but still
cites countries like China as bad examples. The West has made four fundamental
mistakes assuming that the rule of law is liberal; it necessarily prevents unlimited
governmental power; it overcomes the follies of the rule of man; and it underwrites
social justice in modern democratic societies. Under these erroneous assumptions,
legal practice in the West allows procedural justice to trump substantive justice and
become soulless. The debate in China about whether the Party or the law is more
important also misses the fundamental essence of the rule of law. China’s rule of
law inherits its Confucian-Legalist tradition in which procedural and substantive
justices merge as one. Under the moral appeals of building socialism and achieving
national rejuvenation, China’s rule of law will not be soulless. So long as the
Party guards against corruption and elitism, it will continue to embody the soul
of substantive justice, and such embodiment will continue to be accepted by the

people.

Keywords: rule of law, representative democracy, liberal democracy, procedural

justice, substantive justice

Interstitial Emergence of Hybrid Regime and Confucian Institutionalization
in Early Han Dynasty: An Observing Angle on Political Development in
Early Chinese Empire — Pan Nini

Abstract: Han Dynasty was the critical period for the formation of traditional
Chinese political factors. The most consequential politico-cultural event in early
Han Dynasty was the institutionalization of Confucianism. As power structure
underwent significant transformation, an emerging political development was put
into practice, during which period Confucian scholars advanced an active process
of interstitial emergence. The political design of early Han Dynasty was a hybrid

of Zhou and Qin regimes, leaving no place for Confucianism. However, as tension



between centralized authority and remaining feudal elements within the hybrid
regime continued to build, Confucianism, enabled by its marginal position, became
a potential source of new power network that connects various factors within agency
politics, and it converted the aim of power centralization into effective political and
social organization, while at the same time enduing onto political power a sense of
desirability and resilience, thus forming the core organizing principle of Chinese
political history structure and power interaction. Historical records show a clear

process of interstitial emergence toward Confucian institutionalization.

Keywords: Confucian institutionalization, hybrid regime, interstitial emergence, political

transition

Development of the Cultural Front in Hong Kong Film Industry by
Communist Party of China (1937—1956) — Zheng Rui

Abstract: This paper traces the development process and explores the overall
characteristics of the cultural front established by CPC in Hong Kong film industry
from 1937 to 1956. Prior to the establishment of People’s Republic of China, CPC’s
development of cultural front in Hong Kong was relatively covert in nature due
to Kuomintang’s strict administrative intervention. It had achieved many positive
results nonetheless. Since the establishment of PRC until the launch of the Cultural
Revolution, CPC’s effort in strengthening cultural front in Hong Kong film industry
had been a fruit-bearing success. It did not only create a publicity and diplomacy
system centered around Southern Film Corp Ltd., but also help groom a team of
Mandarin film production houses represented by Great Wall, Feng Huang and Sun Luen
Film companies, as well as Cantonese film production houses such as Sun Luen

and Union Film, thereby ushering in the golden age of Leftist culture in Hong Kong.

Keywords: Community Party of China (CPC), Hong Kong film industry, cultural front,
1937—1956
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